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MURRAY MURAD: The time is now 1300 


hours and I'm Murray Murad of the Fire 

Department of the City of New York. I am 

conducting an interview with -- 

A. Captain David Fenton, New York City Fire 
Department, EMS Command, assigned to Division 6. 

Q. This interview is being conducted at the 
Fire Department headquarters at the Bureau of 
Investigations and Trials, and this is regarding the 
events of September 11, 2001. 

Captain Fenton, can you tell us in 
your own words what happened that day? 

A. Okay. I normally worked tour 3 as a duty 
captain in the South Bronx. I was home in bed. 
Nice place to be. My wife called me and said, "You 
better turn on the TV. Something is up. I think 
you have to go to work." So I turned on the TV and 
that was right after the first tower got hit. I 
called in. They said, "Yep, come on in." And they 
were going to leave a Suburban for me. I drove to 
Jacobi, got in the Suburban. As I was driving over 
the Throgsneck Bridge as I was -- in reference with 
time, on the way in, at about 9:55, when the south 


tower collapsed. 
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I got to Jacobi just as the north tower 


collapsed at about 10:29. It was myself, four EMT's 
who I don't have a clue who they were that Jacobi 
put in my Suburban. I know they track their names 
and stuff at Jacobi. And a paramedic by the name of 
Ed Bradley, we all jumped in the Suburban and down 
to the Trade Center we went. We were heading 

down -- we were told by Citywide to respond to 
Chambers and West and we were southbound on Chambers 
at about the meat packing district, at about Little 
West 12th Street, when they were in the process of 
doing the rapid evacuation for the gas main. 

I saw everybody coming back at us. We turned 
around. Most of the units were stopping there. I 
knew that there was a prestaging area set up at the 
Chelsea Piers. So as the units were stopping there, 
I instructed all those units to continue on up to 
the Chelsea Piers to the prestaging area where they 
can be turned around and redeployed as needed. 

After making sure that all the units went up to 
Chelsea, where I took my suburban and my five 
people, we turned around and went back up to 
Chelsea. I was there and I saw Chief Kowalczyk and 


a few other people organizing the staging area. 
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They told me to just turn around and go right back 
down again. So I responded down West Street parking 
probably just north of Warren Street and we were 
parked southbound in the northbound lanes. We got 
out and we walked out to the command post that was 
established at Chambers and West. At that point the 
five personnel who were with me were directed into 
Stuyvesant High School to a personnel staging area 
and I was directed to remain at the command post and 
await orders. 

A short time after that I was instructed by 
Chief Carrasquillo to report in to the Stuyvesant 
High School and ensure that the personnel who are in 
there were getting formed into teams for deployment, 
if needed. There were approximately five 
lieutenants there and about 30 EMT's and medics 
combined. I know Lieutenant Horan was there and he 
was the one I tasked with taking attendance and 
forming everybody up into teams. So there would be 
at least five EMT's, one medic and one lieutenant 
per team. Also about that time there was a decision 
made that the lobby of the building would be used to 
treat any walk-in wounded. They set it up as a 


treatment area, which a wide variety of doctors, 
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nurses and everybody else arrived with medical 


supplies. I don't know where they came from or who 
they were. They set up a medical clinic there. We 
assigned some of our people to assist in that area. 

Most of the stuff they were doing were eye 
washes. One thing that struck me as amazing was I 
didn't see any stretcher cases. Nobody came in ona 
backboard or a stretcher. Everybody was ambulatory. 
Then later on, about twelve-ish or so, 12:30, I went 
with Chief Carrasquillo and we did have a 
reconnoiter of the area. And what we were looking 
for was a place to place for the tents to be set up 
coming from the Parks Department to become the true 
treatment area on the Riverside with Medivac access. 
We found an area. We worked it out with a Police 
Officer, I believe, or maybe even a sergeant from 
ESU by the name of Techie who would -- where the 
cops would be landing their helicopters, where we 
would be landing the Medivac helicopters. And that 
never actually came to fruition. We didn't use it. 

Going back inside, by that time Lieutenant 
Fuchs from the academy -- Kath Fuchs was there from 
the academy and she started taking care of 


organizing the inside of the house as the treatment 
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area. At which point I was redeployed by Chief 


Carrasquillo back out to the command post and I 
assisted in doing a variety of small tasks and 
directing a few people there. 

Q. Where was the command post again? 

A. The command post was at the intersection 
of Chambers and West, underneath an overpass. 
Deputy Assistant Chief Butler was there, Chief 
Carrasquillo was there and Chief Martin was there, 
that I saw. Other people coming in and out, but 
they were the ones that were assigned there. 
Originally I was assigned as the Fire Department 
liaison to the forward Fire Chiefs and I went down 
toward Ground Zero at that point, shadowing a chief. 
Did what we had to do. They then established -- a 
forward command post was set up at Vesey and West, 
which is where I spent a good part of the time after 
that for the rest of the day just funneling the 
information to the Chiefs, fire side and requests 
back out to our command post at Chambers and West. 

Eventually I was relieved and I was sent back 
to the command post where I was given a set of keys 
and some paper and a pen and my new job was to go 


down to Ground Zero and record all the ambulances 
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that were destroyed and get the doors popped and 


make sure that none of our people were still in 
them. I went down to one of the fire vehicles, got 
a Halligan and I proceeded down into the south side. 
First I started the north side. There weren't too 
many vehicles there. I recorded what was there. 
Most of them were open. Then I went around to the 
south side of Liberty where a large quantity of 
ambulances were there. None really of ours. Mostly 
the 911 participants. And I proceeded with a couple 
of firefighters. We popped a few rear doors, popped 
a few cabs that we couldn't see into. I made an 
account of all the vehicles that were there. We 
didn't find anybody either under them or in them. I 
went around and did the same thing on the Church 
Street side to the vehicles I could get to. There 
were some vehicles that were underneath number 7 
when it came down that we just couldn't get to, 
because the rubble pile was shifting and most of it 
was still on fire. 

The list of equipment in the vehicles were then 
given back to the command post at Chambers and West 
and they called in representatives from the other 


911 participants, to give them their vehicles at 
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that were in there. So that way they could start 
doing a vehicle accounting. 

Q. How many vehicles did you estimate or did 
you observe or count? 

A. Approximately 15 to 20. 

Q. And those were all EMS? Fire Department? 

A. No. Those were ambulances. Actually, the 


majority of them were 911 participants and not 


municipal ambulances. 


Q. So you are referring to like Metrocare? 
A. Metrocare, New York Hospital, Beekman 
Downtown. 


Q. So roughly between fifteen and twenty 
ambulances? 

A. Fifteen and twenty ambulances that I 
physically entered. 

Q. Is there anything else that you would like 
to add? 

A. No. And then the rest of the night I 
functioned pretty much as a site safety officer with 
several other former SOD members. Charlie Fraser, 
Jimmy Scullion, Steve Linke, Kevin Haugh, Jeff Race. 

MURRAY MURAD: All right. I would like 


to thank you, Captain Fenton, for the 
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interview. The time now is 1312 hours. This 


now concludes the interview. Thank you. 


